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National Push
• Trout Unlimited
• The National Mining Association
• American Exploration and Mining 

Association
• National Association of 

Abandoned Mine Lands Programs
• Interstate Mining Compact 

Commission
• Western Governor’s Association
• Western States Water Council
• Conference of Western Attorney 

General
• Mining and Metallurgical Society of 

America
• National Congress of American 

Indians 



“With the 
enormous 

hardrock AML task 
at hand, we 

respectfully urge 
the Committee’s 

favorable 
considerations of S. 

2781 to provide 
liability protection 

for Good 
Samaritans…”
-Governor Joe 

Lombardo
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The West’s AML Problem

Nevada:
• Physical AML, started in 1987

– Estimates 
• 40,000 -50,000 hazards
• 33 years remaining to complete 

inventory
• 37 years remaining to complete 

safeguarding
• 116 years to closes 70% of 

hazards
• Cost ~$600,000,000 (not 

including inflation)
• Thousands of environmental AML 

hazards
– No funding dedicated towards 

inventory
– Up to tens of billions of dollars to 

remediate with no time estimate



What’s In The Bill
Defines:
 Abandoned Mine Site
Good Sam
 Responsible Owner
Cooperating Person
 Remediation

Scope:
 Specifies that nothing in the Act reduces any 

existing liability or releases any person from 
liability from local, state or federal law except in 
compliance with the Act. Further, nothing in the 
Act authorizes any mining, exploration or 
processing, except for reprocessing as provided 
by a permit that contributes to the remediation of 
the abandoned mine site.
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What’s In The Bill
Establishes a Pilot Program of 15 
Good Samaritan Remediation 
Projects over 7 Years

Eligibility:
 Low Risk Projects
 Projects with partial, interim or 

completed remediation
 Good Samaritan must have 

resources to complete work
 EPA Administrator approval
 Must demonstrate the purpose is 

remediation of historic mine 
residue, including reprocessing
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What’s In The Bill
Identifies:
Requirements for Permit Application
Needed Content for Permit 
18 months to Commence Work After 

Receiving a Permit
Roles

Allows:
Investigative Sampling and 

Conversion to Project 
O&M
Environmental Review
Public Comment
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What’s In The Bill
Effects of the Permit:
Receive conditional protection from liability 

under the Clean Water Act and CERCLA to 
the extent that they are in compliance with 
a Good Samaritan permit.
Are not subject to enforcement, civil or 

criminal penalties, citizen suits or any other 
liability under the Clean Water Act and 
CERCLA. 
Does not allow any new mining, exploration, 

or other activities.
A conditional safe harbor is given to 

permittees that correct permit violations 
and noncompliance within a reasonable 
amount of time 
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Is this Site Eligible for Good Sam
 The proposed project must be located in 

the United States.
 The site must have been used for the 

production of a mineral other than coal 
and either the mining occurred on 
Federal land pursuant to the Mining Law 
of 1872, or the site is located on non-
federal land. 

 The site cannot have a “responsible 
owner or operator”. 

 The site is not eligible if it is on the 
Superfund National Priority List (NPL).

 A site is not eligible if there is a planned 
or ongoing CERCLA response action. 
 However, a site may still be eligible if 

it was subject to a previous CERCLA 
response action, so long as the site is 
not included on the NPL.
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Is this Site Eligible for Good Sam

 The site is not eligible if mining or 
mineral processing occurred after 
December 11, 1980

 The site is not eligible if it is in temporary 
shutdown or cessation

 A site is only eligible if the project is “low 
risk”

 The law’s authorization is for projects 
with the purpose of remediation of 
historic mine residue

 A site may include point sources of 
pollution (e.g., a draining mine adit) 
and/or non-point sources of pollution, 
such as erosion from contaminated 
tailing piles



Next Steps
Develop Program Guidance
Define “Low Risk”
Project Selection Criteria
Rollout of Projects
Diversity in Location and Types of 

Projects
Co-Permitting with Land Managers
Use Lessons Learned for Permanent 

Good Sam Bill
Funding the Abandoned Hardrock 

Mine Reclamation Program
S.544 Cortez Masto, Risch, Rosen, 

Crapo, Murkowski
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Questions
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