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Table 1.  Areas favorable for mineral and energy resources within proposed wilderness areas.

Geothermal Oil Wind Biomass Solar
Area (See Map 1) Map 3 Map 4 Map 5 Map 6 Map 7 Map 8 Map 9 Map 10 Map11 Map12
A    The Sisters Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Very Low Yes Yes Yes
B    Bald Mountain Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Very Low Small Area Yes Yes
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Map 13.    Exist ing private land (yellow) and BLM land suitable 
for disposal  (blue) .

Map 12.   Lyon County exceeds the average annual  solar
energy incidence of  the conterminous United States.

Map 10.  U.S.  Department of  Energy assessment of  areas favorable 
for wind-energy development (red).

Map 9.  Areas with very low (white)  or  low (gray) potential  for  petroleum.
(No areas on this  map have medium or high potential . )Map 8.  NBMG assessment of  areas of  greatest  potential  for

geothermal development (red).
Map 7.  NBMG assessment of  areas l ikely to experience mineral-

resource development (red).
Map 6.  Areas where the geologic sett ing could host  metal-bearing 

mineral  resources,  derived by combining Maps 3,  4 ,  and 5.

Map 5.  No areas on this  map have the geologic sett ing that  could host  
deposit  types not related to plutonic activity,  according to the USGS.

Map 4.  Areas where the geologic sett ing could host  pluton-related 
deposits  (red).

Map 3.    Areas where the geologic sett ing could host  epithermal 
deposits(red).

Map 2.  U.S.  Forest  Service areas (green),  BLM Wilderness Study Area 
(brown),  and Nevada Wilderness Coalit ion proposed wilderness 

areas (black outl ines) .

Map 1.  Location map showing U.S.  Forest  Service land (green) and 
Nevada Wilderness Coalit ion proposed wilderness areas (black outl ines) .
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This poster illustrates areas of mineral- and energy-resource 
potential as determined in assessments made by the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS), the Nevada Bureau of Mines and 
Geology (NBMG), and others.  Maps 3, 4, and 5 are from USGS 
assessments of favorable tracts for three broad types of metallic ore 
deposits, and Map 6 is a composite of these three maps.  Map 7 is 
from an NBMG assessment of metallic and non-metallic mineral 
resources.  Map 8 is an NBMG evaluation of geothermal resource 
potential.  Map 9 is from an NBMG assessment of potential for 
discovery of petroleum resources.  Maps 10, 11, and 12 illustrate 
potential for wind, biomass, and solar energy use.  Map 13 
illustrates private land parcels overlain by federal lands that the 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) considers suitable for 
disposal. The table indicates which resources are likely to occur in 
each of the areas suggested for land withdrawal. This poster is 
available in PDF format at www.nbmg.unr.edu under online 
documents, Open-File Report 06-7.  This information is provided 
by the Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology (Jonathan G. Price, 
Larry J. Garside, Ronald H. Hess, Lisa Shevenell, John Muntean) 
and the Nevada Division of Minerals (Christy Morris, Alan Coyner) 
to assist in factoring mineral- and energy-resource potential into 
decisions regarding land withdrawals and future economic 
development.
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