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Chronology of Mineral Withdrawal 
o BLM issues Record of Decision on “ Nevada and NE CAL Greater 

Sage Grouse FEIS and  LUPA” 
 

• Eliminates oil/gas, geothermal and wind energy projects on  
almost 2.8 million acres of NV along Idaho border 

 
• Segregates same 2.7 M acres (called the Sagebrush Focal 

Areas) to new mineral claims.  Existing claims valid, but a 
mineral analysis would be needed if ultimately removed.  Can 
segregate under FLPMA for 2 years while EIS is prepared.  

 
• All this driven by USFWS, to “avoid” listing the sage grouse as 

endangered 
 

o  Separate EIS begun by BLM for mineral withdrawal 
 
o During this process CMR issued a policy recommendation letter to 

Governor Sandoval concerning the FEIS/LUPA on 7/8/15 
 

 
 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chronology   

o NDOM enlists assistance from NBMG in 
development of maps of high mineral, OG and 
Geothermal potential 

o Governor’s office enlists NDOM and NDOW to 
develop a “Nevada Alternative” to proposed SFA 
boundaries.   

o Nevada Alternative was introduced in letter from 
Governor on Jan 15, 2016. 

• Nevada prefers the “no action” alternative in 
the EIS (no withdrawal), Sagebrush Ecosystem 
Council conservation credit system was set up 
to avoid a withdrawal. 

• Nevada Alternative is “Plan B” 
 

 
 
 



DEVELOPMENT METHOD FOR AREAS OF 

HIGH MINERAL POTENTIAL IN PROPOSED 

MINERAL WITHDRAWAL 
 

• The process used to evaluate the area for high mineral 
potential (HMP) was a collaborative effort by the 
Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology (NBMG) a unit of 
the University of Nevada, Reno, and the Nevada Division 
of Minerals (NDOM), a State Agency 

 
•  Development of final HMP maps a collaborative effort 

with NDOW and NDOM, directed by Governor’s office 
 
• CMR updated at quarterly meetings throughout the 

process 
 



DEVELOPMENT METHOD FOR AREAS 

OF HIGH MINERAL POTENTIAL  

• Historic occurrences of metals and industrial 
minerals from NBMG archives. From historic NBMG 
and USGS reports and maps. 

 
• Plans of Operations (POO’s) and Notices of Intent 

(NOI’s) for exploration and mining projects from BLM 
LR 2000 database 

 
• Townships with drill projects from 2004 -2014, from 

annual NBMG MI reports 
 



DEVELOPMENT METHOD FOR AREAS OF 

HIGH MINERAL POTENTIAL (CONT.) 

• Active unpatented mining claims, from BLM LR 2000 
database, 2016 assessment year. 

 
• Discussions with active exploration and mining 

companies with holdings within areas. 
 

• Discussions with NBMG specialists 
 
• Comparison of high mineral potential maps, at township 

scale, with NDOW active Sage Grouse lek maps.  
Boundaries of high mineral potential area buffer adjusted 
to minimize impact on leks 













DEVELOPMENT METHOD FOR AREAS OF 

HIGH MINERAL POTENTIAL  

• MINERAL POTENTIAL RESULTS 
 
• These data and records were the basis for delineation of 

12 areas with high mineral potential. 
 
• BIOLOGICAL AND MINERAL VALIDATION FOR THE 

NEVADA PROPOSED ALTERNATIVE MINERAL 
WITHDRAWAL AREA, 47-page report, included with 
Governor’s letter to Secretary of Interior, June 3, 2016 (on 
NDOM web  .  

 
• Method developed from this data to predict 

“FORSEEABLE FUTURE MINERAL DEVELOPMENT” in 
the SFA area  

 











NET CHANGE IN NEVADA 
ALTERNARIVE vs. PROPOSED SFA 



USGS SaMiRA Study, required under FLPMA Title II, Sec 204 The Secretary 
must provide a report on mineral deposits, claims, leases, potential and market 
demand to Congress if a withdrawal is recommended. 
 
• USGS was chosen to prepare this report 
• 61 USGS personnel worked on 244 page report  
• Available on USGS web site: https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/fs20163074 
 

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/fs20163074


From USGS Fact Sheet 2016-3074, October, 2016 



Summary  
• Nevada Alternative submitted in EIS process 
 
• Nevada Alternative would remove areas of high mineral 

potential, 99 % of active claims within.   
 
• USGS SaMiRA study validates Nevada Alternative 
 
• Draft EIS to public expected late December, 2016 
 
• Goal:  Nevada Alternative as the preferred alternative in 

draft EIS. 
 
• Final EIS by September, 2017 (end of 2-year 

segregation) 
 
• Interior Secretary decides on final EIS 
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