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NEVADA GEOTHERMAL POWER PRODUCTION 1985-2014 

Average Price 

Production 
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NEVADA GEOTHERMAL WELL PERMITS ISSUED, ACTUAL WELLS DRILLED AND NET POWER 
GENERATION,  1985-2014  

Permits issued 

Net power generation 

Wells drilled 



From NBMG Special Publication MI-1984 

Nevada’s First Geothermal Plant:  Wabuska 



750 kW Ormat binary cycle generator installed at Wabuska in 1984.  Power was sold to 
Sierra Pacific Power Company.  From NBMG Special Publication MI-1984. 



Beowawe Geothermal Plant – First Production in 1985  
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From:  Lisa Shevenell, Atlas Geosciences, Inc. 



FLUID MINERALS  
DRILLING ACTIVITY 

 
• 7 OIL EXPLORATION WELLS 

DRILLED 
• 2 unconventional 
• 5 conventional 

 
• 23 GEOTHERMAL WELLS 

DRILLED 
• Production 
• Injection 
• Observation 



FUTURE TRENDS AND CHALLENGES 

• Co-Located renewable technologies 
– Solar located at geothermal facilities 

• Transmission expansions 
• Optimizing reservoirs (phased development) 
• R&D:   FORGE, EGS 
• Public lands availability 

– Sage Grouse impacts  
– ~60% of NV geothermal wells on private, ~40% on 

public 
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