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400 W. King Street, Suite 106 
Carson City, Nevada 89703 

(775) 684-7040        Fax (775) 684-7052 
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  Las Vegas Office:  375 E. Warm Springs Rd., Ste. 205, Las Vegas, NV 89119 
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STEVE SISOLAK 

Governor 

   
MICHAEL VISHER 

Administrator 

Randy Griffin; Small-Scale Mining and Prospecting 
Mary Korpi, Public at Large 
Arthur Henderson; Oil and Gas 

Commission on Mineral Resources Nigel Bain; Large-Scale Mining 
Robert Felder; Exploration and Development 

  Josh Nordquist; Geothermal Resources Richard DeLong, Chairman; Large-Scale Mining 

 

COMMISSION ON MINERAL RESOURCES 

Nevada Division of Minerals 

The Historic Fourth Ward School 

537 South “C” Street, Virginia City, NV 89440 
 

Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android devise: Please click this URL to join, 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9712825638 

 

Pursuant to Governor Sisolak's March 22, 2020, Declaration of Emergency Directive 006, Directive 018 
(5/7/2020), Directive 021 (5/28/2020), Directive 026 (6/29/2020),  and Directive 029 (7/31/2020) the 
requirement contained in NRS 241.023(1)(b) that there be a physical location designated for meetings of 
public bodies where members of the public are permitted to attend and participate is suspended in order to 
mitigate the possible exposure or transmission of COVID-19 (Corona Virus). Accordingly, The Commission on 
Mineral Resources meeting will be held electronically. Details on how to participate in the meetings are 
detailed above. 

 

Thursday, September 17, 2020             1:00 P.M. 

AGENDA 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

 The Agenda for this meeting of the Commission on Mineral Resources has been properly posted for this date 

and time in accordance with NRS requirement. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC   

 Pursuant to N.R.S. 241, this time is devoted to comments by the public, if any, and discussion of those 

comments.  No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this item on the agenda until the matter itself 

has been specifically included on a successive agenda and identified as an item for possible action.  Public 

comments may be limited to 5 minutes for each person.                    ACTION WILL NOT BE TAKEN 

 

I. AGENDA  

A. Approval of the Agenda        FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

   

II. MINUTES 

A.  Approval of the July 9, 2020 minutes      FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

  

A. 2019 Nevada Mineral, Oil, and Geothermal Production                                          FOR DISCUSSION ONLY                                                                                                                            

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9712825638


A presentation on calendar year 2019 mineral production in the State will  

be provided.                                                                                         Mike Visher 

 

B. Nevada Legislature Special Session I and II                                                           FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

A review will be provided of the outcomes, as they relate to the agency and 

mineral industry, from the two recent special sessions of the Nevada Legislature.                                                                                      

                                                                                                             Mike Visher 

 

C. Agency Education and Outreach in the New Normal                                             FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 

The many COVID-19 related restrictions have disrupted the agency’s normal 

education and outreach opportunities.  A presentation will be provided illustrating  

how the agency is motivated to maintain its messaging.                       Becky Ely 

 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. Presentation of agency submitted budget for Fiscal Years 2022/2023                   FOR DISCUSSION ONLY                                                                                                                          

The agency’s biennial budget for FY22/23 was submitted in to the Governor’s 

Finance Office via the Nevada Executive Budget System (NEBS) on September 1
st
.  

A review of the preparation and submission process incorporating the CMR 

recommendations will be provided.                    Valerie Kneefel and Mike Visher   

 

B. Fluid Minerals Activity Update                                                                               FOR DISCUSSION ONLY                                                                                                                            

An update will be provided on oil, gas, geothermal, and dissolved   

mineral resource exploration permitting, production and well inspections 

in fiscal year 20 and a review of current activities.                            Lowell Price 

 

C. AML Program Update                                                                                             FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 

A summary overview will be provided of the AML inventory and securing efforts  

conducted this summer by staff, interns, and contractors as well as field efforts  

planned for the remainder of the year.                          Sean Derby/Rob Ghiglieri 

 

D. Las Vegas Natural History Museum Exhibit Update                                              FOR DISCUSSION ONLY                                                                                     

A progress report will be provided on the rock and minerals exhibit being 

designed and constructed for the Las Vegas Natural History Museum by 

staff and contractor 3saurus LLC.                                                       Garrett Wake     

                                

COMMISSION BUSINESS 

A. Review of staff  monthly activity reports                                                                FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 

B. Set date for next Commission meeting.                                                                   FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 

 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC   

 Pursuant to N.R.S. 241, this time is devoted to comments by the public, if any, and discussion of those 

comments.  No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this item on the agenda until the matter itself    

has been specifically included on a successive agenda and identified as an item for possible action. All public 

comments will be limited to 5 minutes for each person.                     ACTION WILL NOT BE TAKEN 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

   

NOTICE TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

Members of the public who are disabled and require special accommodations or assistance at the meeting are requested to 

notify the Division of Minerals, 400 W. King Street, Suite 106, Carson City, NV  89703 or contact Sherrie Nuckolls at 

(775) 684-7043 or Email SNuckolls@minerals.nv.gov    

The Commission will be attending a field trip on Thursday, 9/17/20 to the Forman Shaft and the Fourth Ward School.  

The Commission will meet at the Fourth Ward School at 10:30 AM.  Members of the public may attend but must provide 

their own transportation and safety equipment.  Advanced notification is required.  Please call Sherrie Nuckolls at (775) 

684-7043.   

mailto:SNuckolls@minerals.nv.gov


LIST OF POSTING LOCATIONS 

Minerals.nv.gov (Division of Minerals Website) 

Notice.nv.gov (Nevada Public Notice) 

Additional Notice 

Items on this agenda may be taken in a different order than listed.  Two or more agenda items may be combined for 

consideration.  An item may be removed from this agenda or discussion relating to an item on this agenda may be delayed 

at any time.  Public comment is time restricted to five minutes per speaker. No comment shall be restricted based on 

viewpoint.  

 

Supporting Materials 

Notice of this meeting and supporting materials are available for inspection at 400 W. King. St., Suite 106, Carson City, 

NV 89703 or contact Sherrie Nuckolls at (775) 684-7043 or Email SNuckolls@minerals.nv.gov 

 

mailto:SNuckolls@minerals.nv.gov


II. MINUTES 
 





























III. NEW BUSINESS 
 



III. A  2019 NEVADA MINERAL, OIL, AND 

GEOTHERMAL PRODUCTION 
 



  
 

Nevada Division of Minerals 
 

2019 Nevada Mineral, Oil and 
Geothermal Production 

 
  Commission on Mineral Resources 

September 17, 2020 
Michael Visher, Administrator  
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Price 

Production 

Nevada Gold 
2019 Production  
4.87 Moz, -13% vs. '18 
51% from private lands 
31 mining operations 
18 operators 
 #1 producer in US 



2019 NEVADA METAL PRODUCTION  

2019 NEVADA METAL PRODUCTION, BY PRODUCER - Final
Ranked by gold production
Operator Gold (ozs) Silver (ozs) Copper (lbs) Moly (lbs)
Nevada Gold Mines 3,673,631 1,070,177 30,585,072
Kinross 538,528 954,345
SSR Mining 220,227 4,223
Jerritt Canyon Gold 117,985 NR
Hecla (Klondex) 66,166 181,741
KGHM International 51,277 67,634 113,132,886 766,699
Florida Canyon Mining (Alio Gold) 43,305 30,877
Fiore Gold 40,499 NR
Coeur 35,401 3,761,060
McEwen Mining 30,709 614
Rawhide Mining 14,381 140,187
Gold Resource Corp. 10,810 9,574
Hycroft Mining 8,916 56,783
Premier Gold (40% of S. Arturo) 8,412 NR
Mineral Ridge Gold 3,863 2,324
Ruby Hill Mining 3,356 2,540
Borealis Mining 605 387
Toquima Gold 15 NR

Totals 4,868,086 6,282,466 143,717,958 766,699
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New Operation for 2019 #1 
McEwen Mining – Gold Bar, Eureka County 

 Groundbreaking – November 2017 
 First gold pour – February 2019 
 Full Production achieved May, 2019 
 Production target – 60,000 Au oz/yr 
 Avg. Au grade -  1.0 g/t 
 Current mine life – 7.4 years 



New Operation for 2019 #2 
Gold Resource Corp. – Isabella Pearl, Mineral County 

 Groundbreaking – June 2018 
 First gold pour – April 2019 
 Production target – 40,000 Au oz/yr 
 Avg. Au grade -  3.7 g/t 
 Current mine life – 5 years 
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Nevada silver 

Price 

Production 

2019 Production 
6.28 Moz, -22% vs. '18 
25 mining operations 
14 operators 
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Nevada copper 

Price 

Production 

2019 production 
143.7M lbs, -0.6% vs. '18 
3 mining operations 
3 operators  
*Pumpkin Hollow mine produced 
copper concentrate but had no 
sales in 2019 



 2 deposits with 6 billion contained pounds of Cu 
 Higher grade eastern deposit; underground 
 Shallower western deposit; open-pit 

 Main shaft being extended to 2,147 feet 
 First copper production occurred in Q4 2019   
 The mine will employ ~300 people 
 13.5 year mine life (UG), 19 year mine life (OP) 
 Becomes Nevada’s 3rd copper producer in past 20 years 

 
 

New Operation for 2019 #3 
 Nevada Copper’s Pumpkin Hollow Mine, Lyon County 

Headframe and stockpiles, July 2019 

Concentrator under construction, July 2019 
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Nevada Barite 
Production 

Oil Price 

2019 
464,334 tons shipped 
-7% vs. '18 
5 operators 
#1 producer in US 
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Year 

Nevada Limestone Production 1991-2019 

# of Mines Reporting 

Amount Mined 



Other Industrial Minerals Produced in 2019  

• 7,900,000 lbs of lithium carbonate* 
• 1,900,000 tons of gypsum 
• 618,000 tons of silica sand 
• 119,000 tons of magnesite* 
• 276,000 tons of diatomite 
• 24,500 tons of salt 
• 2,200 tons of perlite   
  * Only producer in US 
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Oil Production 





Summary of 2019 Nevada Mineral Commodity Production

Commodity
Production 

Amount Unit

YOY   
Change 

(%) Value ($)

YOY 
Value 

Change 
(%)

Gold 4,868,086 ounces -13.7% $6,779,296,564 -4.4%
Silver 6,282,466 ounces -25.9% $101,838,774 -29.5%
Barite (shipped from mills) 172,157 tons -56.0% $49,449,408 57.0%
Copper 143,717,958 pounds -1.4% $390,912,846 -5.9%
Diatomite 276,147 tons -0.3% $47,593,994 -1.8%
Dolomite 44,495 tons -6.4% $4,544,808 8.4%
Gypsum 1,929,627 tons -44.6% $28,805,229 -32.6%
Limestone (Incl. Lhoist Dolomite) 3,826,824 tons 19.0% $37,149,758 7.8%
Lithium compounds (shipped) 7,887,994 pounds -22.9% $36,022,907 -9.1%
Magnesium compounds (shipped) 118,556 tons 5.7% $6,404,420 -18.9%
Molybdenite 766,699 pounds 17.5% $9,062,382 70.0%
Perlite 2,213 tons -147.5% $694,455 -16.5%
Salt (shipped) 24,532 tons -1.3% $834,094 52.2%
Silica sand (shipped) 617,553 tons -15.1% $17,304,879 -12.8%
Specialty clays 119,136 tons -8.3% $13,867,063 23.3%
Geothermal energy (sold) 3,858,208 megawatt hours 16.1% $310,949,485 28.3%
Oil (sold) 264,115 barrels -6.0% $14,035,530 8.9%
Aggregates 33,500,000 tons -7.6% $255,000,000 6.3%

$8,103,766,595


2019

		Summary of 2019 Nevada Mineral Commodity Production



		Commodity		Production Amount		Unit		YOY   Change (%)		Value ($)		YOY Value Change (%)

		Gold		4,868,086		ounces		-13.7%		$6,779,296,564		-4.4%

		Silver		6,282,466		ounces		-25.9%		$101,838,774		-29.5%

		Barite (shipped from mills)		172,157		tons		-56.0%		$49,449,408		57.0%

		Copper		143,717,958		pounds		-1.4%		$390,912,846		-5.9%

		Diatomite		276,147		tons		-0.3%		$47,593,994		-1.8%

		Dolomite		44,495		tons		-6.4%		$4,544,808		8.4%

		Gypsum		1,929,627		tons		-44.6%		$28,805,229		-32.6%

		Limestone (Incl. Lhoist Dolomite)		3,826,824		tons		19.0%		$37,149,758		7.8%

		Lithium compounds (shipped)		7,887,994		pounds		-22.9%		$36,022,907		-9.1%

		Magnesium compounds (shipped)		118,556		tons		5.7%		$6,404,420		-18.9%

		Molybdenite		766,699		pounds		17.5%		$9,062,382		70.0%

		Perlite		2,213		tons		-147.5%		$694,455		-16.5%

		Salt (shipped)		24,532		tons		-1.3%		$834,094		52.2%

		Silica sand (shipped)		617,553		tons		-15.1%		$17,304,879		-12.8%

		Specialty clays		119,136		tons		-8.3%		$13,867,063		23.3%

		Geothermal energy (sold)		3,858,208		megawatt hours		16.1%		$310,949,485		28.3%

		Oil (sold)		264,115		barrels		-6.0%		$14,035,530		8.9%

		Aggregates		33,500,000		tons		-7.6%		$255,000,000		6.3%

										$8,103,766,595

		Notes:

		$ Values are as reported to Taxation, except:

		Gold = NDOM # times 2019 avg. price $1,392.60/oz. (Kitco)

		Silver = NDOM # times 2019 avg. price $16.21/oz. (Kitco)

		Copper = NDOM # times 2019 avg. price $2.72/lb avg. (USGS)

		Moly = NDOM # times 2018 avg. price $12.27/lb (USGS)

		Aggregates = Source USGS Mineral Industry Survey

		Geothermal gross revenue as reported from Taxation





2018

		Summary of 2018 Nevada Mineral Commodity Production



		Commodity		Production Amount		Unit		YOY   Change (%)		Value ($)		YOY Value Change (%)

		Gold		5,581,160		ounces		-1.1%		$7,079,645,648		-0.2%

		Silver		8,011,408		ounces		-5.5%		$125,859,220		-12.9%

		Barite (shipped)		464,334		tons		18.6%		$46,795,371		48.6%

		Copper		144,655,766		pounds		-0.8%		$428,181,067		3.0%

		Diatomite		399,358		tons		44.2%		$46,734,876		-3.5%

		Dolomite		42,832		tons		-9.9%		$4,095,225		-2.4%

		Gypsum		3,339,891		tons		-4.1%		$42,344,242		-0.9%

		Limestone		3,437,562		tons		6.9%		$39,219,511		13.8%

		Lithium compounds (shipped)		12,908,794		pounds		26.1%		$64,595,876		63.0%

		Magnesium compounds (shipped)		125,945		tons		12.3%		$8,139,844		3.0%

		Molybdenite		459,959		pounds		-29.5%		$5,643,697		5.9%

		Perlite		17,087		tons		-23.4%		$656,137		-21.1%

		Salt (shipped)		19,900		tons		-19.9%		$677,678		23.7%

		Silica sand (shipped)		716,374		tons		-1.5%		$19,626,602		-1.1%

		Specialty clays		178,956		tons		37.7%		$11,670,736		3.8%

		Geothermal energy (sold)		3,466,978		megawatt hours		4.3%		$265,793,425		9.7%

		Oil (sold)		251,022		barrels		-10.7%		$13,632,793		5.8%

		Aggregates		31,587,000		tons		-12.9%		$215,000,000		-10.4%

										$8,418,311,948

		Notes:

		$ Values are as reported to Taxation, except:

		Gold = NDOM # times 2018 avg. price $1,268.49/oz. (Kitco)

		Silver = NDOM # times 2018 avg. price $15.7058/oz. (Kitco)

		Copper = NDOM # times 2018 avg. price $2.96/lb avg. (USGS)

		Moly = NDOM # times 2018 avg. price $12.27/lb (USGS)

		Aggregates = Source USGS Mineral Industry Survey

		Geothermal gross revenue as reported from Taxation





2017

		Summary of 2017 Nevada Mineral Commodity Production



		Commodity		Production Amount		Unit		YOY   Change (%)		Value ($)		YOY Value Change (%)

		Gold		5,641,538		ounces		3.2%		$7,092,090,251		3.7%

		Silver		8,477,388		ounces		-4.6%		$144,492,840		-5.1%

		Barite (shipped)		391,402		tons		70.1%		$31,500,532		43.0%

		Copper		145,811,951		pounds		-9.0%		$415,564,060		12.1%

		Diatomite		277,043		tons		5.5%		$48,441,888		9.6%

		Dolomite		47,525		tons		-85.3%		$4,419,714		5.4%

		Gypsum		3,484,350		tons		6.4%		$42,745,295		14.8%

		Limestone		3,241,447		tons		0.8%		$35,161,445		2.0%

		Lithium compounds (shipped)		10,233,342		pounds		9.6%		$39,621,926		70.4%

		Magnesium compounds (shipped)		112,139		tons		1.9%		$7,900,419		15.0%

		Molybdenite		652,763		pounds		-20.7%		$5,329,614		-1.8%

		Perlite		11,977		tons		-39.8%		$831,699		-38.8%

		Salt (shipped)		24,855		tons		30.1%		$548,054		-10.4%

		Silica sand (shipped)		727,088		tons		-3.7%		$19,846,588		-2.8%

		Specialty clays		129,952		tons		31.6%		$11,246,239		40.3%

		Geothermal energy (sold)		3,323,882		megawatt hours		-0.6%		$242,362,149		-6.1%

		Oil (sold)		280,970		barrels		0.9%		$12,889,724		24.7%

		Aggregates		36,270,000		tons		-4.0%		$240,000,000		-19.5%

										$8,394,992,437

		Notes:

		Values are as reported to Taxation, except:

		Gold = NDOM # times 2017 avg. price $1,257.12/oz. (Kitco)

		Silver = NDOM # times 2017 avg. price $17.0445/oz. (Kitco)

		Copper = NDOM # times 2017 avg. price $2.85/lb avg. (USGS)

		Moly = NDOM # times 2017 avg. price $8.165/lb (USGS)

		Aggregates = Source USGS Mineral Industry Survey

		Geothermal gross revenue as reported from Taxation





2016

		Summary of 2016 Nevada Mineral Commodity Production



		Commodity		Production Amount		Unit		YOY   Change (%)		Value ($)		YOY Value Change (%)

		Gold		5,467,646		ounces		2.4%		$6,838,603,558		10.4%

		Silver		8,885,873		ounces		-6.4%		$152,334,964		2.3%

		Barite (shipped)		230,114		tons		-55.4%		$22,023,940		-63.3%

		Copper		160,218,049		pounds		-9.8%		$370,610,759		-7.6%

		Diatomite		262,604		tons		15.6%		$44,195,420		2.5%

		Dolomite		323,483		tons		-2.8%		$4,194,360		11.4%

		Gypsum		3,275,503		tons		-3.6%		$37,247,488		-0.1%

		Limestone		3,215,506		tons		-58.8%		$34,456,064		-6.7%

		Lithium compounds (shipped)		9,334,629		pounds		-20.3%		$23,253,978		-9.2%

		Magnesium compounds (shipped)		110,000		tons		1.0%		$6,870,237		2.6%

		Molybdenite		823,659		pounds		-9.0%		$5,428,662		-25.9%

		Perlite		19,884		tons		-23.3%		$1,359,539		-50.9%

		Salt (shipped)		19,110		tons		64.0%		$611,526		34.6%

		Silica sand (shipped)		754,852		tons		-3.0%		$20,412,834		-3.7%

		Specialty clays		98,747		tons		34.3%		$8,013,613		6.5%

		Geothermal energy (sold)		3,344,233		megawatt hours		7.4%		$258,187,350		7.6%

		Oil (sold)		278,599		barrels		-1.2%		$10,333,936		-18.0%

		Aggregates		37,800,000		tons		35.0%		$298,000,000		146.3%

										$8,136,138,228		10.4%

		Notes:

		Values are as reported to Taxation, except:

		Gold = NDOM # times 2016 avg. price Kitco ($1,250.74)

		Silver = NDOM # times 2016 avg. price Kitco ($17.1435)

		Copper = Robinson est. ($345,621,802-$61,557,671 (Au) - $5,428,662 (Mo))and Phoenix 41,806,950 lbs times $2.20/lb avg.

		Moly = NDOM # times 2016 avg. price USGS ($6.591)

		Aggregates = Source USGS Mineral Industry Survey

		Geothermal gross revenue as reported from Taxation





2015

		Summary of 2015 Nevada Mineral Commodity Production



		Commodity		Production Amount		Unit		YOY   Change (%)		Value ($)		YOY Value Change (%)

		Gold		5,339,659		ounces		8.1%		$6,194,324,820		-1.0%

		Silver		9,498,051		ounces		-13.1%		$148,929,440		-28.6%

		Barite (shipped)		516,380		tons		-36.1%		$60,003,381		-42.1%

		Copper		177,637,852		pounds		33.9%		$400,996,700		1.4%

		Diatomite		227,152		tons		-40.7%		$43,117,879		1.1%

		Dolomite		332,781		tons		-4.0%		$3,766,691		-4.7%

		Gypsum		3,397,974		tons		21.2%		$37,294,471		12.0%

		Limestone		7,811,487		tons		-1.1%		$36,928,188		-4.4%						86.06%

		Lithium compounds (shipped)		11,716,536		pounds		24.2%		$25,598,063		24.1%

		Magnesium compounds (shipped)		108,943		tons		5.5%		$6,696,597		-0.1%

		Molybdenite		905,061		pounds		22.0%		$7,322,766		-16.0%

		Perlite		25,914		tons		-21.1%		$2,770,366		-55.4%

		Salt (shipped)		11,649		tons		-18.1%		$454,311		-14.3%

		Silica sand (shipped)		778,484		tons		6.0%		$21,186,659		10.1%

		Specialty clays		73,531		tons		-54.1%		$7,523,135		-14.8%

		Geothermal energy (sold)		3,114,842		megawatt hours		13.6%		$240,033,610		17.4%

		Oil (sold)		281,875		barrels		-9.6%		$12,606,644		-53.2%

		Aggregates		27,998,707		tons		20.4%		$121,000,000		-28.0%

								Total Value		$7,370,553,720		-2.4%

		Notes:

		Values are as reported to Taxation, except:

		Gold = NDOM # times 2015 avg. price

		Silver = NDOM # times 2015 avg. price

		Copper = Robinson est.$272,660,326 and Phoenix 46,330,821 lbs times $2.77/lb avg.

		Aggregates = Source USGS Mineral Industry Survey





2014

		Summary of 2014 Mineral Commodity Production



		Commodity		Production Amount		Unit		Value ($)

mvisher: mvisher:
Source - Taxation's Net Proceeds of Minerals Bulletin, except where noted

		Gold		4,940,540		ounces		$6,256,699,856

mvisher: mvisher:
NDOM Prod # x 1266.40


		Silver		10,933,774		ounces		$208,616,408

mvisher: mvisher:
NDOM prod # times 19.08

		Barite (shipped)		807,597		tons		$103,667,130

		Copper		132,616,318		pounds		$395,625,424

mvisher: mvisher:
Robinson # (Taxation)-Au value-Moly value+NDOM Phoenix #*3.181

		Diatomite		383,115		tons		$42,657,064

		Dolomite		346,590		tons		$3,953,975

		Gypsum		2,803,848		tons		$33,300,001

		Limestone		7,898,593		tons		$38,613,519

		Lithium compounds (shipped)		9,430,641		pounds		$20,627,036

		Magnesium compounds (shipped)		103,304		tons		$6,705,956

		Molybdenite		741,717		pounds		$8,715,175

mvisher: mvisher:
NDOM Robinson # times $11.75/lb

								

mvisher: mvisher:
Source - Taxation's Net Proceeds of Minerals Bulletin, except where noted		

mvisher: mvisher:
NDOM Prod # x 1266.40
		

mvisher: mvisher:
NDOM prod # times 19.08		Perlite		32,852		tons		$6,210,740

		Salt (shipped)		14,217		tons		$529,899

		Silica sand (shipped)		734,667		tons		$19,247,455

		Specialty clays		160,252		tons		$8,834,888

		Goethermal energy (sold)		2,742,479		megawatt hours		$204,465,789

		Oil (sold)		311,907		barrels		$26,914,223

		Aggregates		23,258,769		tons		$168,000,000

mvisher: mvisher:
From USGS 

								

mvisher: mvisher:
Robinson # (Taxation)-Au value-Moly value+NDOM Phoenix #*3.181		$7,553,384,538





2015 WordCloud

		Gold		6194324820

mvisher: mvisher:
NDOM production # times avg. Au price

		Silver		148929440

mvisher: mvisher:
NDOM production # times avg Ag price

		Barite		60003381

		Copper		400996700

mvisher: mvisher:
Robinson - Cu conc. Est. value $272,660,326
Phoenix - Cu 46,330,821 times $2.77/lb avg. (USGS)

		Diatomite		43117879

		Dolomite		3766691

		Gypsum		37294471

		Limestone		36928188

		Lithium		25598063

		Magnesium		6696597

		Molybdenite		7322766

		Perlite		2770366

		Salt		454311

		Silica sand		21186659

		Specialty clays		7523135

		Geothermal		240033610

		Oil		12606644

		Aggregates		121000000

mvisher: mvisher:
Source - USGS Mineral Industry Survey

		

mvisher: mvisher:
Robinson - Cu conc. Est. value $272,660,326
Phoenix - Cu 46,330,821 times $2.77/lb avg. (USGS)



2016 WordCloud

		Gold		6838603558

		Copper		370610759

		Aggregates		298000000

		Geothermal		258187350

		Silver		152334964

		Diatomite		44195420

		Gypsum		37247488

		Limestone		34456064

		Lithium		23253978

		Barite		22023940

		Silica sand		20412834

		Oil		10333936

		Specialty clays		8013613

		Magnesium		6870237

		Molybdenite		5428662

		Dolomite		4194360

		Perlite		1359539

		Salt		611526









III. B  NEVADA LEGISLATURE SPECIAL 

SESSION I AND II 
 



 

 

- 32nd Special Session (2020) 

Assembly Joint Resolution No. 1– 
Committee of the Whole 

 
FILE NUMBER.......... 

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION—Proposing to amend the 
Nevada Constitution to revise provisions governing the 
taxation of mines, mining claims and the proceeds of 
minerals extracted in this State. 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Under the Nevada Constitution, the Legislature must impose a tax upon the net 
proceeds of all minerals extracted in this State at a rate not to exceed 5 percent of 
the net proceeds, and the net proceeds are not subject to any other tax. (Nev. Const. 
Art. 10, § 5) The Nevada Constitution also exempts mines and mining claims from 
the property tax. (Nev. Const. Art. 10, § 1) 
 This resolution proposes to amend the Nevada Constitution to eliminate: (1) the 
requirement for the Legislature to impose a tax upon the net proceeds of minerals 
extracted at a rate not to exceed 5 percent of the net proceeds; and (2) the 
appropriation of a portion of those proceeds to each county in this State. Instead, 
this resolution would amend the Nevada Constitution to impose a tax on the gross 
proceeds of all minerals extracted in this State during a calendar year at a rate of 
7.75 percent of the gross proceeds and authorize the Legislature to provide by law 
for the taxation of mines and mining claims and the proceeds of all minerals 
extracted in this State. Under this resolution, the tax on the gross proceeds of 
minerals extracted in this State would be imposed on minerals extracted during 
each calendar year beginning on or after January 1, 2023. 
 The amendment to the Nevada Constitution proposed by this resolution would 
also provide that a majority of the members elected to each House is necessary to 
pass any provision of a bill that enacts or amends a law providing for the taxation 
of mines, mining claims or the proceeds of minerals extracted in this State in a 
manner that creates, generates or increases any public revenue in any form. The 
amendment to the Nevada Constitution proposed by this resolution would also 
provide that an affirmative vote or not fewer than two-thirds of the members 
elected to each House is necessary to pass a bill to reduce the rate of, or provide an 
exemption from, the tax on the gross proceeds of minerals extracted by a particular 
class of taxpayers or imposed on a type of mineral extracted. 
 Under the amendment to the Nevada Constitution proposed by this resolution, 
25 percent of the proceeds of the tax on the gross proceeds of minerals extracted in 
this State would be required to be accounted for separately in the State Treasury 
and used exclusively for educational purposes, to provide for the health care of the 
residents of this State or to provide economic assistance to the residents of this 
State, or any combination thereof. The use of the remaining 75 percent of the 
proceeds of the tax would not be restricted by the provisions of the Nevada 
Constitution.  
 If this resolution is passed by the Legislature during the 32nd Special Session 
of the Legislature, it must also be passed by the next Legislature and then approved 
and ratified by the voters in an election before the proposed amendments to the 
Nevada Constitution become effective. 
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EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 

 RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY AND SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

NEVADA, JOINTLY, That Section 5 of Article 10 of the Nevada 
Constitution be amended to read as follows: 

 Sec. 5.  1.  The [legislature] Legislature shall provide 
by law for the taxation of mines, mining claims and the 
proceeds of all minerals, including oil, gas and other 
hydrocarbons, extracted in this State. 
 2.  In addition to any other taxes provided by law, for 
each calendar year beginning on or after January 1, 2023, a 
tax is hereby imposed upon the [net] gross proceeds of all 
minerals, including oil, gas and other hydrocarbons, extracted 
in this [state,] State during a calendar year, at a rate [not to 
exceed 5 percent of the net] of 7.75 percent of the gross 
proceeds [. No other tax may be imposed upon a mineral or 
its proceeds until the identity of the proceeds as such is lost. 
 2.  The legislature shall appropriate to each county that 
sum which would be produced by levying a tax upon the 
entire amount of the net proceeds taxed in each taxing district 
in the county at the rate levied in that district upon the 
assessed valuation of real property. The total amount so 
appropriated to each county must be apportioned among the 
respective governmental units and districts within it, 
including the county itself and the school district, in the same 
proportion as they share in the total taxes collected on 
property according to value.] , unless the Legislature 
increases or reduces the rate of the tax by a law enacted in 
accordance with subsection 4. 
 3.  [Each patented mine or mining claim must be 
assessed and taxed as other real property is assessed and 
taxed, except that no value may be attributed to any mineral 
known or believed to underlie it, and no value may be 
attributed to the surface of a mine or claim if one hundred 
dollars’ worth of labor has been actually performed on the 
mine or claim during the year preceding the assessment.] 
Twenty-five percent of any money collected by the State 
from the tax imposed pursuant to subsection 2 on the gross 
proceeds of minerals extracted in this State must be 
segregated in proper accounts in the State Treasury and, in 
accordance with appropriations made by law, used 
exclusively for educational purposes, to provide for the 
health care of the residents of this State or to provide 
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economic assistance to the residents of this State, or any 
combination thereof. 
 4.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Constitution: 
 (a) A majority of all the members elected to each House 
is necessary to pass any provision of a bill that enacts or 
amends any law providing for the taxation of mines, mining 
claims or the proceeds of minerals, including oil, gas and 
other hydrocarbons, extracted in this State, if the provision 
creates, generates or increases any public revenue in any 
form, including, without limitation, any provision of a bill 
that increases the rate of the tax imposed pursuant to 
subsection 2. 
 (b) An affirmative vote of not fewer than two-thirds of 
the members elected to each House is necessary to pass a 
bill which provides for an exemption from or a reduction in 
the rate of the tax imposed pursuant to subsection 2 with 
respect to the gross proceeds of minerals extracted in this 
State during a calendar year by a class of persons extracting 
such minerals or with respect to the gross proceeds of a type 
of mineral extracted in this State during a calendar year. 

 
And be it further 
 RESOLVED, That this resolution becomes effective upon 
adoption. 

 
20 ~~~~~ 20
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 - *SJR1* 

 
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 1– 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

JULY 31, 2020 
____________ 

 
Referred to Committee of the Whole 

 
SUMMARY—Proposes to amend the Nevada Constitution to revise 

provisions governing the taxation of minerals 
extracted in this State. (BDR C-27) 

 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: May have Fiscal Impact. 
 Effect on the State: Yes. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION—Proposing to amend the Nevada 
Constitution to revise provisions governing the taxation of 
minerals extracted in this State and to require the 
Legislature to provide by law for a program to make 
payments to eligible persons in this State from a portion 
of the tax on the proceeds of minerals. 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Under the Nevada Constitution, the Legislature must impose a tax upon the net 1 
proceeds of all minerals extracted in this State at a rate not to exceed 5 percent of 2 
the net proceeds, and the net proceeds are not subject to any other tax. (Nev. Const. 3 
Art. 10, § 5) The Nevada Constitution also exempts mines and mining claims from 4 
the property tax. (Nev. Const. Art. 10, § 1) 5 
 This resolution proposes to amend the Nevada Constitution to eliminate: (1) the 6 
requirement for the Legislature to impose a tax upon the net proceeds of minerals 7 
extracted at a rate not to exceed 5 percent of the net proceeds; and (2) the 8 
appropriation of a portion of those proceeds to each county in this State. Instead, 9 
this resolution would amend the Nevada Constitution to impose a tax on the gross 10 
proceeds of all minerals extracted in this State during a calendar year at a rate of 11 
7.75 percent of the gross proceeds and authorize the Legislature to provide by law 12 
for the taxation of mines and mining claims and the proceeds of all minerals 13 
extracted in this State. Under this resolution, the tax on the gross proceeds of 14 
minerals extracted in this State would be imposed on minerals extracted during 15 
each calendar year beginning on or after January 1, 2023. 16 
 The amendment to the Nevada Constitution proposed by this resolution would 17 
also provide that a majority of the members elected to each House is necessary to 18 
pass any provision of a bill that enacts or amends a law providing for the taxation 19 
of mines, mining claims or the proceeds of minerals extracted in this State in a 20 
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manner that creates, generates or increases any public revenue in any form. The 21 
amendment to the Nevada Constitution proposed by this resolution would also 22 
provide that an affirmative vote of not fewer than two-thirds of the members 23 
elected to each House is necessary to pass a bill to reduce the rate of, or provide an 24 
exemption, from the tax on the gross proceeds of minerals extracted by a particular 25 
class of taxpayers or imposed on a type of mineral extracted. 26 
 Under the amendment to the Nevada Constitution proposed by this resolution, 27 
50 percent of the proceeds of the tax on the gross proceeds of minerals extracted in 28 
this State would be required to be accounted for separately in the State Treasury 29 
and used exclusively to fund a program to make payments to eligible persons 30 
domiciled in this State. The use of the remaining 50 percent of the proceeds of the 31 
tax would not be restricted by the provisions of the Nevada Constitution. 32 
 If this resolution is passed during the 32nd Special Session of the Legislature, it 33 
must also be passed by the next Legislature and then approved and ratified by the 34 
voters in an election before the proposed amendments to the Nevada Constitution 35 
become effective. 36 
 

 

 RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF 1 
NEVADA, JOINTLY, That Section 5 of Article 10 of the Nevada 2 
Constitution be amended to read as follows: 3 

 Sec. 5.  1.  The [legislature] Legislature shall provide 4 
by law for the taxation of mines, mining claims and the 5 
proceeds of all minerals, including oil, gas and other 6 
hydrocarbons, extracted in this State. 7 
 2.  In addition to any other taxes provided by law, for 8 
each calendar year beginning on or after January 1, 2023, a 9 
tax is hereby imposed upon the [net] gross proceeds of all 10 
minerals, including oil, gas and other hydrocarbons, extracted 11 
in this [state,] State during a calendar year, at a rate [not to 12 
exceed 5 percent of the net] of 7.75 percent of the gross 13 
proceeds [. No other tax may be imposed upon a mineral or 14 
its proceeds until the identity of the proceeds as such is lost. 15 
 2.  The legislature shall appropriate to each county that 16 
sum which would be produced by levying a tax upon the 17 
entire amount of the net proceeds taxed in each taxing district 18 
in the county at the rate levied in that district upon the 19 
assessed valuation of real property. The total amount so 20 
appropriated to each county must be apportioned among the 21 
respective governmental units and districts within it, 22 
including the county itself and the school district, in the same 23 
proportion as they share in the total taxes collected on 24 
property according to value.] , unless the Legislature 25 
increases or reduces the rate of the tax by a law enacted in 26 
accordance with subsection 5. 27 
 3.  [Each patented mine or mining claim must be 28 
assessed and taxed as other real property is assessed and 29 
taxed, except that no value may be attributed to any mineral 30 
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known or believed to underlie it, and no value may be 1 
attributed to the surface of a mine or claim if one hundred 2 
dollars’ worth of labor has been actually performed on the 3 
mine or claim during the year preceding the assessment.] 4 
Fifty percent of any money collected by the State from the 5 
tax imposed pursuant to subsection 2 on the gross proceeds 6 
of minerals extracted in this State must be segregated in 7 
proper accounts in the State Treasury and, in accordance 8 
with appropriations made by law, used exclusively to fund a 9 
program established pursuant to subsection 4. 10 
 4.  The Legislature shall provide by law for a program 11 
to make payments from the money held in the State 12 
Treasury pursuant to subsection 3 to eligible persons 13 
domiciled in this State on a yearly basis, with the first 14 
payment being due on August 30, 2024, and subsequent 15 
payments being due on the last Friday of August for each 16 
year thereafter. The Legislature shall establish by law the 17 
criteria which a person must satisfy to be eligible for such 18 
payments. 19 
 5.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this 20 
Constitution: 21 
 (a) A majority of all the members elected to each House 22 
is necessary to pass any provision of a bill that enacts or 23 
amends any law providing for the taxation of mines, mining 24 
claims or the proceeds of minerals, including oil, gas and 25 
other hydrocarbons, extracted in this State, if the provision 26 
creates, generates or increases any public revenue in any 27 
form, including, without limitation, any provision of a bill 28 
that increases the rate of the tax imposed pursuant to 29 
subsection 2.  30 
 (b) An affirmative vote of not fewer than two-thirds of 31 
the members elected to each House is necessary to pass a 32 
bill which provides for an exemption from or a reduction in 33 
the rate of the tax imposed pursuant to subsection 2 with 34 
respect to the gross proceeds of minerals extracted in this 35 
State during a calendar year by a class of persons extracting 36 
such minerals or with respect to the gross proceeds of a type 37 
of mineral extracted in this State during a calendar year. 38 

 39 
And be it further 40 
 RESOLVED, That this resolution becomes effective upon 41 
adoption. 42 
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Assembly Joint Resolution No. 2– 
Committee of the Whole 

 
FILE NUMBER.......... 

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION—Proposing to amend the 
Nevada Constitution to revise provisions governing the rate 
of the tax upon the net proceeds of minerals extracted in this 
State. 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Under the Nevada Constitution, the Legislature must impose a tax upon the net 
proceeds of minerals extracted in this State at a rate not to exceed 5 percent of the 
net proceeds. (Nev. Const. Art. 10, § 5) The Nevada Constitution also: (1) requires 
the Legislature to appropriate to each county an amount equal to the net proceeds  
of the minerals taxed in each taxing district in the county multiplied by the property 
tax rate imposed in that taxing district; and (2) requires the apportionment of that 
amount among the governmental units and districts in the county in the same 
proportion that property taxes are distributed among those governmental units and 
districts. 
 This resolution proposes to amend the Nevada Constitution to: (1) increase 
from 5 to 12 percent the maximum rate of the tax on the net proceeds of minerals 
extracted in this State; and (2) establish the minimum rate of the tax on the net 
proceeds of minerals extracted in this State as the property tax rate imposed in the 
taxing district in which the extractive operation is located. 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 

 RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY AND SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

NEVADA, JOINTLY, That Section 5 of Article 10 of the Nevada 
Constitution be amended to read as follows: 

 Sec. 5.  1.  The legislature shall provide by law for a 
tax upon the net proceeds of all minerals, including oil, gas 
and other hydrocarbons, extracted in this state, at a rate not 
less than the rate of tax levied upon the assessed valuation 
of real property in the taxing district in which the extractive 
operation is located and not to exceed [5] 12 percent of the 
net proceeds. No other tax may be imposed upon a mineral or 
its proceeds until the identity of the proceeds as such is lost. 
 2.  The legislature shall appropriate to each county that 
sum which would be produced by levying a tax upon the 
entire amount of the net proceeds taxed in each taxing district 
in the county at the rate levied in that district upon the 
assessed valuation of real property. The total amount so 
appropriated to each county must be apportioned among the 
respective governmental units and districts within it, 
including the county itself and the school district, in the same 
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proportion as they share in the total taxes collected on 
property according to value. 
 3.  Each patented mine or mining claim must be assessed 
and taxed as other real property is assessed and taxed, except 
that no value may be attributed to any mineral known or 
believed to underlie it, and no value may be attributed to the 
surface of a mine or claim if one hundred dollars’ worth of 
labor has been actually performed on the mine or claim 
during the year preceding the assessment. 

 
And be it further 
 RESOLVED, That this resolution becomes effective upon 
adoption. 

 
20 ~~~~~ 20 
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III. C  AGENCY EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 

IN THE NEW NORMAL 
 



Education & Outreach 
Adapting during the Pandemic 

Commission on Mineral Resources Meeting 
17 September, 2020 

Rebecca Ely 
Nevada Division of Minerals 

rely@minerals.nv.gov 
Minerals.nv.gov 

 



Overview 

• Modified Lessons to Digital Format 

• CHOLLA 

• CCSD Learns- Summer Connection 

• Classroom Cast 

– Vegas PBS 

• Virtual Teachers Workshop 

• Moving Forward 



Lessons in Support of Distance Education 

• Early on NDOM team started making 
videos to support virtual learning 
• 11 videos and more in production 
• Available to view on multiple 

platforms: 
• NDOM website 
• NDOM Open Data Site 
• NDOM YouTube Channel 
• CHOLLA website 
• Multiple CCSD platforms  

• Summer Connections - 
CCSD Learns 

• Classroom Cast 



CHOLLA 
• Special Session Summertime Meetings 

• Presenters from school district 
• Members share experiences 
• Distance learning Videos 
• Support and Guidance 



Clark County School District 
Summer Connections-CCSD Learns 

http://ccsdlearns.ccsd.net/summer-connections/ 



Classroom Cast 
Vegas PBS 

• Classroom Cast is a service provided by Vegas PBS  
• Teachers can use for synchronous learning or assign for asynchronous learning 
• Eliminates concern of exposing students to unintended content 
• Content approved prior to going live 

https://0145-schcompp.eduvision.tv/Default 



Virtual Teachers Workshop 

• Collaboration 
between Colorado 
Mining Association 
Education 
Foundation, Nevada 
Mining Association, 
and NDOM 

• Colorado to supply 
online platform 
• Normally host 

hybrid 
workshop 

• Since 1968, All 
About Mining 
course has been 
accredited and 
approved by 
the Colorado 
School of Mines 

https://allaboutmining.org/ 



Moving Forward 

• Continue to produce online 
content 

• Organize live virtual events 
• Ask-a-Geologist 
• Career Day Presentations 

• CCSD New Teacher Symposium 
• October 17, 2020 
• 3  Breakout sessions 
• “Make it Matter” 
• >1100 New teachers 
• Opportunity to share digital 

resources 
 



Thank You! 

Questions? 



IV. OLD BUISNESS 
 



IV. A  PRESENTATION OF AGENCY 

SUBMITTED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEARS 

2022/2023 
 



Budget Building Process 

FY 22-23 

Valerie Kneefel – Program Officer II 



Timelines for FY 22/23 Budget 

• Nevada Executive Budget System open-3/13/20 

• Technology Investment Notifications (TIN) due-4/6/20 

• End of FY-20 Base Year- 6/30/20 

• Base Year=This is the starting point for FY22-23 

• Single Fiscal Year End Closings due- 8/31/20 

• Agency Submitted Budget due-9/1/20 at 4:00 pm 

• Governor’s Finance office and LCB fiscal make adjustments and 
can only be done by these agencies. There will be several 
inquiries by either agency requiring responses and 
documentation. 

• Governor Recommends Budget to Legislature-01/15/21 

 





Major Budget Elements 

Revenues 
 Fees (Mining Claims, Fluid Minerals & Surface 
 Disturbance) 
 Grants (Assistance Agreements-BLM) 
Expenditures 
 Personnel 
 General Operating 
 Special Projects 
 Equipment and other costs 
 Specific Program operations (AML & Fluid Minerals) 
Reserves 
 Reserve categories are not considered an 
 expenditure category.  A work program must be 
 submitted and approved in order to transfer the any 
 amount of the reserve to an expenditure category.  



Budget Preparation for NEBS 

• Travel and training logs 
• Contract Information 
• EITS Utilization Information 
• Equipment Schedule 
• Building Lease information 
• Vehicle/Truck information-Fleet Service and Agency 

Owned 
• Modifications changes to base 
• Fund Maps 



FY-20 Base Year 

 Personnel 

• Changes in staff-Administrator, Deputy Admin, Chief AML 

• Full  Time staffing at 11 

• 2 Summer Interns instead of 8 (Add costs to true up in FY22-23) 

  Special Projects 

 NBMG 2-year agreement for reports and archiving $90K/yr 

 NvMA Teachers Workshop supplies and buses - $12K/yr (Approved for 
$15K-add $3K to FY22-23) 

 PDAC Trade Booth – $25K/yr  + travel for 2 staff 

 AME-Roundup in Canada-$1700 travel + booth (Add $4000) 

 AML Enhancement – Hard closure work 

• FY20:  $740K  Adding $60K for FY22-23 



General Budget Rules 

• Every even year’s actuals is the base for the next Budget 

• Budgeting for two fiscal years 

• Any change to the budget must be: 

– Documented (M-150, E-710 or other)  

– Justified 

• Explanation with reasoning 

• CMR or other approval 

• Quotes 

• Relations to NACs or State Administrative Manual 

– Funded 

• Document funding source 

• Cannot budget for cost allocations. (Personnel, Attorney General Office, Mail, EITS ) 

• Approved at 3 levels 

– Agency 

– Governor’s Finance Office 

– Legislature 

• Actual Budget Manual 170 pages 

• Expenditures must be attached to an Activity that meets the Governors strategic priorities. 



Nevada Executive Budget System (NEBS) 
(Online demonstration will be provided during the meeting) 



Line Items  



Maintenance to Base (Adjustments) 

This is where all changes to the base budget take place.  These are Categories and GL’s that 
already are established, and adjustments either plus or negative are made. 



Fund Map 

Fund Maps are required for all budget submittals and all Work Programs detailing revenue 
and expenditures. 



Budget Checklist 



Certification Letter 



 
Budget Process outside of our Agency’s Control 

 
These items may happen during the Governor's recommended 
budget or the Legislative Session: 
 
• Furlough 
• Merit Pay increase 
• Cost of living adjustment’s 
• Allocations for Public Employee Benefit Program 
     or Public Employee Retirement System 



IV. B  FLUID MINERALS ACTIVITY UPDATE 
 



Oil, Geothermal, and Dissolved Minerals Activity During 2020 

Lowell Price 

Fluid Minerals Program Manager 

Nevada Division of Minerals 

Commission on Mineral Resources Meeting 

September 17, 2020 

Leasing of Federally Managed Lands 



2020 OGG Permitting and Drilling Activity (through August 31, 2020) 

Permit Type Issued Drilled Issued Drilled Issued Drilled Issued Drilled1 

  2017 2017 2018 2018 2019 2019 2020 2020 

Geothermal - Ind Prod 6 4 3 4 1 1 5 2 

Geothermal - Ind Inj 4 4 1 1 3 2 1 1 

Geothermal - 

Observation 
3 1 3 3 1 1 4 --- 

Geothermal - TG 19 15 18 19 2 2 1 1 

Geothermal - Com --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

Geothermal - Dom 2 2 --- --- --- --- --- --- 

Geothermal - Project 

Area 
1 --- --- --- --- --- 2 --- 

Geothermal - Total 35 26 25 27 7 6 13 4 

Oil & Gas 0 1 3 1 3 1 2 2 

Drilled1: one geothermal production and one oil well recently spudded  



2020 Geothermal Permitting, Drilling Operations, and Sundry Notice Activity 

Ormat Nevada 

• Steamboat: completed the drilling of Steamboat Hills 83C(82)-6; spudded well in December, 2019; 

Steamboat Hills flash plant has been decommissioned; production from the 83C(82)-6 is part of the 

fluid feed into the new Steamboat Hills binary plant that went online on June 4, 2020. 

• Dixie Meadows: one injection well permitted; drilled in March – April, 2020. 

• Wild Rose: four observation wells and one production well permitted; wells have not been drilled. 

• New York Canyon: one Project Area and one production well permitted; currently drilling the 

production well. 

• Crescent Valley: one Project Area and two production wells permitted; wells have not been drilled. 

• San Emidio: one injection well permitted in 2019 has not been drilled; two injection well permit 

applications have been submitted, waiting on BLM to complete EA and provide GDP approval. 

 

Enel North America 

• Salt Wells: one temperature gradient well; well was drilled in January, 2020. 

 

Star Peak Geothermal (subsidiary of Open Mountain Energy) 

• Rye Patch: one production well permitted; drilled in May – June, 2020. 

 

Open Mountain Energy and Whitegrass 1 (subsidiary of Open Mountain Energy) 

• Wabuska: eight temperature gradient well permit applications have been submitted, two on private 

property (under Whitegrass 1 LLC, subsidiary of Open Mountain Energy) and six on a federal lease 

(Open Mountain Energy). 

 



Cyrq Energy 

• Blue Mountain 86(25-23)-22 observation well 

• Fervo Energy (contractor), utilizing a DOE grant in part, stimulated four intervals successfully in 

July, 2020. Courtney Brailo and I witnessed the stimulation operations. 

 

Forty-seven geothermal sundry notices were processed from January through August, 2020 

2020 Geothermal Permitting, Drilling Operations, and Sundry Notice Activity (continued) 



2020 Oil Permitting, Drilling Operations, and Sundry Notice Activity 

SAM Oil, White River Valley 

• Permitted the 1-9 well in February, 2019 

• The 1-9 well was drilled in April – May, 2020 

1. Sundry notice was submitted in September to re-enter the well for testing and possibly 

deepening to its approved total depth of 2,300 feet. 

2. Waiting on the BLM notification of approval. 

 

Western Oil Exploration, Newark Valley 

• Permitted the Nicole Scott Federal 25-1 and Scott Federal 35-1 wells on May 1, 2020. 

• The Scott Federal 35-1 was spud on July 17, 2020. 

• The BLM issued a drilling shutdown order to Western Oil Exploration for the Scott Federal 

35-1 on 7/24/2020, and made the order effective on 7/27/2020; discussion to follow. 

 

Major Oil International, Hot Creek Valley 

• Major Oil International has submitted a drilling permit application for the Eblana 9 well; 

currently waiting for the BLM to approve the associated APD. 

 

Seven sundry notices were processed from January through August, 2020 



Western Oil Exploration 

• BLM approved the Nicole Scott Federal 25-1 and the Scott Federal 35-1 in late April 2020. 

 

• NDOM approved both permit applications in early May 2020. 

 

• The Scott Federal 35-1 was spud on July 17th. 

 

• The BLM issued a drilling shut down order on July 24th due to severe damage to the access road 

and drill pad, and too many housing units on the drill pad. 

 

• Shut down order went into effect on July 27th after the original wellbore was plugged back from 

total depth into the surface casing. 

 

• Well has been inactive since July 27th. 

 

• Western Oil Exploration is in current compliance with NAC 522, due to the cementing described 

above. A sundry notice has been submitted to NDOM for re-entry and drilling a sidetrack. 

 

 



Western Oil Exploration 
35-1 Location Map, 
courtesy of SETT 



• Western Oil Exploration and Western Gold have remaining issues: 

1. The BLM increased the bond for the 35-1 lease, and has not received the elevated bond funds 

from Western Oil Exploration. The access road and drill pad, 0.8acres, will need to be repaired to 

comply with the APD EA. Trailers will need to be removed from drill pad to comply with the 

approved EA. A mitigation plan dealing the sage grouse will need to be in place due to the 

location. 

 

2. NDEP: amount of acreage disturbance related to either Western Oil or Western Gold, or both, as 

well as evaluating if an air permit related to a potential dust hazard is required. NDEP, SETT, 

and the BLM are trying to determine which company caused specific disturbance and damage to 

roads. NDOM flew a drone documenting the disturbed acreage for NDEP. The imagery has been 

given to SETT and the BLM as well. 

 

3. SETT: amount of sage grouse habitat mitigation related to area of disturbance to be determined. 

 

4. White Pine County: due to severe road damage along County Roads 1177 and 1204 (1204 has 

been closed), the County required a $500,000 cash bond on September 4th. The company paid 

$100,000 towards the bond. The remaining balance is due within 30 days (October 3rd). The 

County agreed to write a letter to the BLM stating the company can use Road 1177 to access the 

drill pad. 

 

5. DWR: water had been hauled from another basin in Eureka County, but DWR has resolved this 

issue by cutting off the transfer of water from one basin to another water basin. 

 

6. Nevada State Historic Preservation Office (NSHPO): due to road damage to the Historic 

Highway 40 route north of the 35-1, the NSHPO may become involved. 



Oil Production Comparison: First Halves of 2019 and 2020 

Grant Canyon’s Three Bar 25-2 (Pine Valley) is not included in the production graph above due to not 

starting to produce oil until September, 2019. The 25-2 produced 5910 barrels during September to 

December 2019, and 8815 barrels during January to June 2020. The Three Bar 25-2 production is included 

on the following graph. 

All of Kirkwood’s Eagle Springs, Ghost Ranch, and Sand Dune wells were shut-in during May and June. 

Makoil shut-in four wells during May, but brought two of the wells back online in June. 
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Oil Production Comparison: First Halves of 2019 and 2020, Three Bar 25-2 Included for 2020 
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Overall Nevada production increased by 7.4 to 11.1% through the addition of the Three Bar 25-2 production. Spike in 

production during May and June 2019 attributed primarily to increased Trap Spring/Munson Ranch production by 

bringing on shut-in wells, as well as three wells Makoil has previously purchased from  FX Energy.  
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Electrical Generation Comparison: First Halves of 2019 and 2020 

2019 - NP

2020 - NP

2019 - GP

2020 - GP

The electrical generation overall decline is due primarily to ambient temperatures effecting 

gas to liquid cooling cycle. 2019 gross is 2,590,229 MWh, net is 2,006,815 MWh (22.52% 

parasitic load). 2020 gross is 2,602,669 MWh, net is 2,022,560 MWh (22.29% parasitic load). 



The next BLM Geothermal Lease sale will occur on October 20, 2020: 

• 18 parcels, containing 35,632.68 acres will be offered. 

1. 9 parcels are offered by the Carson City District 

2. 6 parcels are offered by the Winnemucca District 

3. 3 parcels are offered by the Battle Mountain District 

BLM Lease Sales 

Oil and Gas 

• The June 9, 2020, lease sale was postponed to September 8, 2020. 

• Sale results of the September 8, 2020 sale: 

1. 14 parcels, containing 16,932.611 acres, were offered from the Battle Mountain and Ely 

Districts, with Battle mountain offering 11 parcels and Ely offering 3 parcels. 

2. Total number of parcels offered day of sale: 11 

3. Total number of acres offered day of sale: 15,445.201 

4. Total number of registered bidders: 9 

5. Total number of parcels receiving bids: 11 

6.  Total number of acres receiving bids: 15,445.201 

7. Total sum of high bids: $63,382.00 

8. High bid per acre: $9.00 

9. Hid bid per parcel: $21,150.00 

10. Hid bid per acre: $9.00 

11. Total receipts: $88,422.50 

 



Dissolved Mineral Exploration 

3PL Operating Inc. 

• Due to not requesting an extension of the LD 1-32 exploration well in Railroad Valley, the 

company was issued an order to plug and abandon the well on May 12, 2020. The well was to be 

plugged by August 19, 2020. 

 

• 3PL Operating Inc. submitted a plugging program that was approved by the Division on June 30, 

2020. 

 

• 3PL Operating Inc. applied for a water right in Basin 173B, where the LD 1-32 is located. 3PL 

Operating is attempting to keep the well open by having it classified as a production well, or point 

of diversion, under a water right, if obtained through DWR. 

 

• The Division has extended the required plugging date from August 19, 2020, to September 21, 

2020, in order to provide more time for DWR to process the 3PL Operating application for a water 

right in Basin 173B. 

Bonaventure Nevada 

• Bonaventure Nevada submitted five Notices of Intent (NOI) for a drilling program in the Bonnie 

Claire area of Sarcobatus Flat, between Goldfield and Beatty. 

 

• The Division approved the NOI’s on August 11, 2020. 

 

• The NOI’s consist of two core boreholes that were drilled in August, and three reverse circulation 

(RC) boreholes that have not been drilled to date. 



LithiumOre Corporation 

• LithiumOre submitted a permit extension to their LithiumOre 1 exploration well in Railroad 

Valley on August 26, 2020. The permit was issued on December 3, 2018, and drilled in 

January-February, 2019. 

 

• The Division is waiting for the BLM to finalize a revised bonding request by LithiumOre 

before processing the permit extension request. 

Nanoforce Technologies LLC 

• Nanoforce Technologies LLC submitted a water rights application to DWR for an unpatented 

placer claim in T35N, R70E, S22. Digital copies of NRS 534B and NAC 534B were emailed 

to Nanoforce Technologies. Acknowledgement of receipt of NRS 534B and NAC 534B was 

sent back to the Division by Nanoforce Technologies. 



Well Inspections 

During the 2020 fiscal year 193 geothermal wells and 119 oil wells were inspected. 

FY 2020 Well Inspections Total Wells 
Wells Needed 

for FY20 

Wells 

Inspected 

% of Total 

Needed 

Wells 

Remaining 

  Geothermal (15 Locations) 454 151 193 127.5% -42 

  Oil (22 Locations) 119 40 119 300% -79 

  Totals 573 191 312 163% -121 



NAC 522 Rulemaking Status 

Temporary regulation change to reduce administrative fee from $0.15 to $0.05/barrel 

 

• LCB Legal has reviewed the proposed change 

 

• Small-business impact statement has been prepared 

 

• Public workshop, date not yet determined 

 

• Public hearing and CMR adoption, date not yet determined 

 

• Temporary regulation change effective 35 days after adoption by CMR until November 1, 2021. 



IV.C  AML PROGRAM UPDATE 
 



AML Update 9/16/20 
Nevada Division of Minerals 



Intern Statistics 

• 244 Secured 
 

• 496 Hazards 
 

• 4,642 Non-hazards 
 

• 253 Revisits 
 

12yr Avg. (8 interns)  
• 19 Secured 

 
• 62 Hazards 

 

• 3467 Non-hazards 
 

• 151 Revisits 
 

Summer 2020 (2 Interns) 



AML Contracts 
• Treasure Hill - 96 Securings, 10 Revisits  

 
 

• Tonopah 38 - 25 Securings, 8 Logged 
 
 

• Walker River - 102 Securings 
 
 

• Snake Range  
 
 

• Semi Local – 45 Securing  
 
 

• Southern Nevada Revisits   
 



AML Contracts 
 

• Vandalized Secured – Washoe, 
Churchill, White Pine, Lincoln 
 
 

• Pine Tree Mine - CX Granted, 
seeking wildlife exclusion 
 
 

• Copper Butte – NPS, interlocal 
contract, commences Feb 2021 
 
 

• Linka Mine  
 
 

• VC Grand Prix – Awating EA 
completion, anticipating spring 
2021 commencment 

 



AML MAILOUT  
• 1248 Hazards Identified for 

Notification 
 
 
 

• 328 Claimants Notified 
 
 
 

• Approximately 120 respondents, 
10 Securings to date 

 
 
 



Software  Developments 
• Hard Rock Database in SOSA 

 
 
 
 

• Data Validation Tool Box 
 
 
 
 

• Automated Topo Hazard 
Ranking  

 



IV.D  LAS VEGAS NATURAL HISTORY 

MUSEUM EXHIBIT UPDATE 
 



Las Vegas Natural History 

Museum Exhibit - Update 

Commission on Mineral 
Resources Meeting 
17 September, 2020 

Garrett Wake 
Nevada Division of Minerals 
702-486-4344 
gwake@minerals.nv.gov 
minerals.nv.gov 

mailto:gwake@minerals.nv.gov


Updates since last CMR meeting 
 
• 2019: LVNHM could not secure adequate funding to move to new location 

• New plan is to use donations towards updating current museum 

• LVNHM still plans to incorporate CMR exhibit into current location 

• Possibility of moving to new venue at a future date 

• Nov 8, 2019: RFP solicitation opened on NV E-Pro 

• Jan 15, 2020: RFP solicitation closed, received bids from two companies 

• Jan 28, 2020: RFP Evaluation Committee met to determine Awarded Vendor 

• May, 2020: BoE approval 

• June 30, 2020: Phase I – Design work and renderings completed ($6,000) 

• Upcoming: 
• Phase II – Fabrication of exhibit (in progress) 

• Phase III – Delivery of exhibit to LVNHM 

 

 

 
 

 



Design & Fabrication 



Design & Fabrication 



Design & Fabrication 



Design & Fabrication 



Design & Fabrication 



Design & Fabrication 



Design & Fabrication 



Timeline 
 
• September, 2020: 

• NDOM/LVNHM will continue to refine graphics, text and color schemes to fit museum standards 

• 3saurus (contractor) will continue to fabricate the exhibit and create electronic components 

• October – November, 2020:  
• Individual components assembled and installed 

• Graphics sent for print and affixed to exhibit 

• Rock and Mineral samples prepared 

• December, 2020: 
• Finishing touches and delivery to museum by end of year 

 

 

 
 

 



Las Vegas Natural History 

Museum Exhibit - Update 

Questions? 

Garrett Wake 
Nevada Division of Minerals 
702-486-4344 
gwake@minerals.nv.gov 
minerals.nv.gov 

mailto:gwake@minerals.nv.gov


COMMISSION BUSINESS –  

STAFF MONTHLY REPORTS 
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