


 
                 

III. OLD BUSINESS 
 
A.    Report on Arden Mine Closure                         FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 
   Closure work of portals and hazards at the Arden Mine was done 
   by NDOM contractor Environmental Protection Services between 
 April 2nd through April 27th.  The work is now completed.  Rob Ghiglieri 
         and Garrett Wake will do a presentation on the work performed. 

                 
B.   Report on the Prospector’s and Developers Association of                            FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 
        Canada (PDAC) meeting, March 4-7 in Toronto.  Nevada was represented 
        by Industry Trade Associations, State Agencies and the BLM in       
        the first-ever Nevada trade booth, which was funded by NDOM. 
        Garrett Wake will provide a report. 
         
C.    NDOM Administrator evaluation by Commission.                        FOR DISCUSSION ONLY  
        

                                   
IV. STAFF REPORTS    

                                                                                                                         
1) Mining and Reclamation Bond Pool – Mike Visher 
2) Administrator Report and correspondence  

 
COMMISSION BUSINESS 
   

A.  Resolution honoring former Commissioners John Mudge and Fred Gibson          FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
      for their many years of service on the Commission 
 
B. Determination of time and place of next CMR meeting 

   
COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC   

 Pursuant to N.R.S. 241, this time is devoted to comments by the public, if any, and discussion of those 
comments.  No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this item on the agenda until the matter itself 
has been specifically included on a successive agenda and identified as an item for possible action. All public 
comments will be limited to 5 minutes for each person.      ACTION WILL NOT BE TAKEN 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
   
NOTICE TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
Members of the public who are disabled and require special accommodations or assistance at the meeting are requested to 
notify the Division of Minerals, 400 W. King Street, suite 106, Carson City, NV  89701 or contact Valerie Kneefel at 
(775) 684-7043 or Email Vkneefel@minerals.nv.gov 
 
The Commission will be attending a field trip on Friday 5/18 to the site of the Arden Mine closure project, located in 
southwest Las Vegas.  CMR members will carpool from the Tuscany Hotel at 255 E. Flamingo Road, departing at 8 AM, 
followed by a visit to the Las Vegas Natural History Museum at 900 Las Vegas Blvd North at approximately 10:30 AM. 
Members of the public may attend but must provide their own transportation and safety equipment.  Advanced 
notification is required.  Please call Valerie Kneefel at (775) 684-7043.   
 























































































































































































































































2019 Planning

• Planning for the 2019 conference has already begun
• First meeting held in April, 2018
• Would like to move to South Hall if possible

• More traffic; most other states, provinces and countries in South Hall
• Won’t know if this is possible until early Fall, 2018

• Will meet quarterly until we know where our booth will be in 2019
• If booth dimensions stay the same, planning will be to:

• Make booth more open to foot traffic
• Update & enhance graphics
• Enhance web server

• If we’re offered a 20x20 space in the South Hall, may consider accepting
• Will need to redesign booth. Will still be able to reuse several graphics
• We pay GES to “rent” booth every year, so designing new booth is about the same cost
• Still offered 5% discount



Report on the Prospector’s and Developers
Association of Canada Conference
4-7 March, 2018

Garrett Wake
Nevada Division of Minerals
gwake@minerals.nv.gov
Minerals.nv.gov

Commission on Mineral Resources Meeting
17 May, 2018
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GBSSRL Activities for Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Well Samples October 1 to 
December 31, 2017 
 
New Permits Documented and Entered into System 
Oil and Gas Wells: 1 permits 
Geothermal Wells: 7 permits 
 
Cuttings Received and into Confidentiality Sequestration 
Oil and Gas Wells: none 
Geothermal Wells: 1 set of cuttings from Homestreach Geothermal (permit 1441).  
 
Cuttings Released from Sequestration 
Oil and Gas Wells: none 
Geothermal Wells: received a partial set of cuttings from Ormat (permit 807) to 
complete a set submitted in 2009. 
 
Accessioned into Library 
Oil and Gas Wells: none 
Geothermal Wells: none 
 
Warehouse Activities 
We have consolidated and moved materials clearing out enough space for 1500 10-foot 
boxes of geothermal core from Ormat. This was a major effort in the Warehouse that 
involved all staff to complete.  
As part of this consolidation and as a quality control we conducted a box count of 
the oil and gas, and geothermal core and cuttings in the warehouse, and compared 
these with the counts in the spreadsheets. 
 
Other Activities 
These included working on the Industrial Minerals Report and participating in the 
smelter project. We hired two students that will start in January 2018 working in the 
Warehouse. 





Summary of 2018 Dissolved Minerals Activity through May 4, 2018 
 

Type of Activity  Issued 2018  Drilled 2018  Approved 2018  Drilled 2018 

Exploration Well Permits  5  31  ‐‐‐  ‐‐‐ 

Notice of Intent Approvals  ‐‐‐  ‐‐‐  2  1 

1 One drilled, two drilling 

 
Sierra Lithium LLC has been issued four dissolved mineral exploration well permits, two in 
Columbus Salt Marsh and two in Clayton Valley. Sierra Lithium LLC drilled one of the 
permitted locations like a borehole in Columbus Salt Marsh to 3,280 feet. The hole was sampled 
for fluids, and then plugged and abandoned rather than being completed as a well. Sierra Lithium 
LLC’s second permit in Columbus Salt Marsh has not been utilized to date. Sierra Lithium LLC 
is currently drilling one of two permitted locations in Clayton Valley, spudding in on April 25th. 
 
3PL Operating Inc. has been issued one dissolved mineral exploration well permit for a location 
approximately four miles southwest of the Sans Spring Oil Field in Railroad Valley. 3PL 
Operating is currently mobing in equipment and materials and should spud this well on May 7th. 
The permitted depth of this well is 2,300 feet. 
 
Mathers Lithium submitted a Notice of Intent (NOI) to drill a borehole in Clayton Valley on 
February 1st. The Division approved the NOI on February 2nd. Drilling operations started on 
February 23rd, in which the borehole was drilled to 1,200 feet. The borehole was plugged and 
abandoned on March 21st. 
 
Bonaventure Nevada submitted an NOI to drill a borehole in Sarcobatus Flat, located between 
Goldfield and Beatty, on March 27th. The Division approved the NOI on March 27th. The 
approved total depth of the borehole is 2,000 feet. This borehole has not been drilled to date. 
 
Lithium Ore LLC is working with the BLM to finalize their notice(s) to drill up to three ‘deep’ 
dissolved mineral exploration wells in Railroad Valley. At least one of the three proposed wells 
is expected to be located on an old drill pad utilized for previous oil exploration approximately 
four miles west-southwest of the Kate Springs Oil Field. Lithium Ore has not permitted with 
NDOM to date, but has discussed their pending operations with NDOM. 
 

Summary of Geothermal and Oil Well Inspections for Fiscal Year 2018 
 

FY 2018 Well Inspections 
Total 
Wells 

Wells Needed 
for FY18 

Wells 
Inspected 

% of Total 
Needed 

Wells 
Remaining 

  Geothermal (28 Locations) 454 151.3 180 118.9% -29 
  Oil (24 Locations) 119 40 127 320% -87 
  Totals 573 191 307 161% -116 

 
Well inspections performed during April include the all oil related wells, except for the Gabbs 
area which were inspected in February. Geothermal wells located at Beowawe, Crescent Valley, 
and Caliente were inspected during the week long April well inspection trip as well. Planned 
future well inspections include the Dixie Valley, Soda Lake, Stillwater, and Salt Wells Fields. 
Inspections have also been performed on the Sierra Lithium and Mathers Lithium drilling 
locations. 



 
 
 
 
Sundry Notice and Transfer of Permit Activity 
 
Four oil and twenty-six geothermal sundry notices have been approved during the 2018 calendar 
year. Three of the oil sundries were approved during the first quarter, and twenty-two of the 
geothermal sundries were also approved during the first quarter. 
 
BLM Lease Sales 
 
The BLM Elko, Ely, and Carson City Districts held an oil and gas lease sale on March 13th. A 
total of 39 parcels were offered. The parcels were protested by The Wilderness Society, Friend 
of Nevada Wilderness, and WildEarth Guardians NGO’s. No parcels were removed from the sale 
as a result of the protests. The 39  parcels comprised a cumulative total of 67,791.49 acres. The 
sale had nine bidders. Eleven parcels received bids, putting an additional 19,432.94 acres under 
lease. Total receipts for the sale were $152,061.50. The highest bid per acre was $14.00. The 
highest bid per parcel was $34,874.00. The next oil and gas lease sale is scheduled for June 12th, 
where the Battle District will offer 166 parcels totaling 313,715.31 acres in Nye and Eureka 
Counties. 
 



2010-2018 
 
Carson City 
8/17/2012-Tour in Yerington 
12/11/2014 
5/19/2016 
11/1/2016 
11/30/2017-ACG Materials 
02/20/2018 
 
Elko 
08/29/2014-Newmont LeeVille Mine 
08/27/2015-Noble Energy’s 
Huntington  
K1L Well & General Molly Mt. Hope 
 
Reno 
5/12/2010  
10/19/2010 
4/29/2011 
7/27/2011 – Tour of Bat Cupola in VC 
11/2/2011 
5/03/2012- Virginia City 
11/09/2012 
5/03/2013- Hazen and Olinghouse 
10/10/2013 
05/09/2014- EP Minerals; Nevada 
Cement Plant and Mine. 
05/01/2015 
11/05/2015-Bishop Manogue H.S. 
05/04/2017-Tour of Tesla 
 
Las Vegas 
2/11/2010 – Tour of the McCaw  
School of Mines - Henderson 
2/07/2011 – Tour of Molycorp Mine 
2/27/2012 – Searchlight Area 
2/21/2013 
2/14/2014- Tule Springs Park  
2/24/2015 
2/03/2016- Simplot Silica 
3/02/2017 
5/17/2018- Arden Mine 
 
Battle Mountain 
July 30, 2010 – Tour of Newmont Phoenix Mine 
 
Tonopah 
8/15/2013 - Solar Reserve Plant 
8/16/2013 - Tonopah Mining Park 
8/25/2017 – Mineral Ridge Mine and Uranium Resources Inc. 
 
Wendover 
8/25/2016- Graymont’s Pilot Peak, Newmont Long Canyon Mine 
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